262                               NOX-POLITICAL  CONFLICTS
people" and which "is not a distinctively spirilual weapon any
more than is armed rebellion or war." He rejects the cl?im that
satvzigraha is on a high ethical plane or that it is applied
Chrisaaniiy or something nobler still.42 G. M. Gase differentiates
between persuasive suffering and coercive suffering. The
former is the passive resistance of the olden type which seeks
to produce in the mind of the one appealed to a change of mental
altitude without the use of coercion. Non-co-operation, strike
?,nd boycott are, according to him, forms of coercive suffering.
Coercion, he says, may be either moral or physical. Non-co-
operation, strike and boycott are instances of coercion because
in them suffering is self-inflicted with the express purpose of
producing a dilemma in the mind of the opponent. Neither of
these alternatives appeals to the opponent's desire or his judg-
ment, yet he is compelled by the situation to choose between
them. No act or threat of physical force or violence is used
against him on the one hand, nor is he persuaded of the excel-
lence of either alternative on the other. Whichever he accepts
of the alternatives he remains unconvinced. Thus he is coerced,
though non-violently coerced.43 Jawaharlal Nehru also believes
that non-violence coerces as well as violence, sometimes even
more terribly.44
Arthur Moore's denial of the moral superiority of s.itya-
graha rests on his mistaken view that satyagraha is "mental
violence". To Gandhiji mental violence will turn an
apparently non-violent act into duragraha or passive
resistance.
Gandhiji would accept Case's distinction between persua-
sive and coercive suffering, but he would not put satyagraha in
the coercive category. Gase puts non-violent non-co-operation
in the same group with strike and boycott as practised in the
West. His treatment of strike and boycott makes it abundantly
clear that these are non-violent, not in Gandhiji's sense, but only
in appearance.45 Gandhiji considers boycott and strike, as prac-
tised in the West, examples of passive resistance and not satya-
graha. The two, i.e., satyagraha on the one hand, and boycott
42 S. Radhakrishnan  (ed.)3 Mahatma Gandhi, pp.   192-93.
43  G.   M.   Gase,  Non-violent Coercion,  p.  402.
44 See his Autobiography, p. 539.
45  C. M. Gase, Non-violent Coercion, pp. 295-346.